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4.0 State of Principal License. 
 

4.1 Authority. This chapter is promulgated by the Interstate Commission pursuant to the 

Interstate Medical Licensure Compact Section 4. The rule shall become effective upon adoption 

by the Interstate Commission. 
 
 
 

4.2 Definitions. As used in this chapter: 
 
“Employer” means a person, business or organization located in a physician’s designated state of 

principal license that employs or contracts with a physician to practice medicine. 

“Member board” means a state agency in a member state that acts in the sovereign interests of 

the state by protecting the public through licensure, regulation, and education of physicians as 

directed by the state government.  

“Practice of medicine” means the clinical prevention, diagnosis, or treatment of human disease, 

injury, or condition requiring a physician to obtain and maintain a license in compliance with the 

medical practice act of a member state. The practice of medicine occurs where the patient is 

located at the time of the physician-patient encounter. 

 “Primary residence” means the dwelling where a person usually lives. A person can only have 

one primary residence at any given time. 
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“State of principal license” means a member state where a physician holds a license to practice 

medicine and which has been designated as such by the physician for purposes of registration 

and participation in the Compact. 

4.3 Designation of state of principal license. 

a. A physician shall designate a member state as the state of principal license for purposes of 

registration for expedited licensure through the Compact if the physician possesses a full and 

unrestricted license to practice medicine in that state, and the state is: 

 (1) The state of primary residence for the physician, or 

 (2) The state where at least twenty-five percent of the practice of medicine occurs, or 

 (3) The location of the physician’s employer, or 

 (4) If no state qualifies under subparagraph (1), subparagraph (2), or subparagraph (3), 

 the state designated as state of residence for purposes of federal income tax. 

b. The physician must meet one of the state of principal license’s eligibility requirements when 

the application for a letter of qualification is reviewed by the designated state of principal 

license’s medical board. Member boards shall apply these requirements contemporaneously to 

determine if a physician has appropriately designated a state of principal license. 
 

 

4.4 Redesignation of the state of principal license. 

a. The physician may redesignate a member state as the state of principal license at any time, as 

long as the physician meets the requirements in paragraph “a” of Section 4 of the Compact, 

following this process: 

  (1) The physician shall complete a state of principal license form at the Interstate 

 Commission’s website, www.imlcc.org 
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  (2) Upon receipt of the competed form, the Interstate Commission shall notify the new 

 state of principal license and existing state of principal license. 

  (3) Physician information collected by the Interstate Commission during the process to 

 redesignate a state of principal license shall be distributed to all member boards. 
 

 

4.5 Maintaining a state of principal license. If a physician licensed through the Compact no 

longer meets any requirement under Compact Section 4 to designate a state of principal license, 

then all licenses issued through the Compact to the physician shall be terminated pursuant to 

Section 5”f” of the Compact. 

 


